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17th September 2021 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Governors play a vital part in the success of any school, and that is certainly true at New Valley.  Some of 

the roles of governors include: 

• Helping to set and monitor priorities and plans to improve the school; 

• Acting as a ‘critical friend’ to the Headteacher and Leadership Team, offering challenge and 

support; 

• Helping the school to respond to the needs of parents and the wider community. 

 

The Ofsted report that followed our inspection in 2017 recognised the important contribution of our 

governors to New Valley’s success: “Governors have been highly effective in ensuring that leadership has 

made a direct impact on improved outcomes for pupils.  Because of this, the school has made rapid and 

sustained progress.” 

 

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor, so I invite all parents and carers to consider whether 

they would be interested in becoming a member of our governing body. 

 

The role of school governor is an important one, and requires a certain commitment of time and effort.  It 

can also provide a very interesting and rewarding experience, and an opportunity to be directly involved in 

contributing to the development of the school and the community.  Governors can come from all walks of 

life and any ethnicity or age group, and no previous experience of being a governor or working in a school 

is necessary.  A range of voluntary training courses is available.  I would like to stress that the meetings 

(there are usually two or three evening meetings each term, generally held on a Monday) are not 

intimidating; all opinions are genuinely and equally valued and the atmosphere is relaxed. In the last 

eighteen months, meetings have taken place remotely on Microsoft Teams, but we are hoping to resume 

face-to-face meetings as soon as possible. 

 

A governor’s term of office usually lasts for four years, even if your child leaves school before then. 

 

Part of Chipstead Valley Academy Trust 

New Valley Primary School 
Old Lodge Lane, Purley, Surrey, CR8 4AZ         

tel: 020 8660 1325 

e-mail: office@newvalleyprimary.com 

 

Headteacher: Pete Steward 

Deputy Head: Sally Dubben 
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If you would like to be considered, please complete the attached form and return to the school office no 

later than 3.30pm on Thursday 23rd September; you can either put a form in the post box by the school 

office, or return by e-mail to the office address.  You will notice that you need to be nominated by another 

parent.  You should include a short personal statement of no more than 250 words, explaining why you 

think you should be considered.  The form also contains information about who is and is not qualified to be 

a parent governor; please read this carefully to make sure that you are eligible to stand. 

 

If there is more than one suitable candidate, there will be an election in which all New Valley parents and 

carers will have the opportunity to vote.   

 

We are keener than ever to encourage applicants from backgrounds which will help us to fully represent 

our very diverse school community.  

 

If you would like to know more about the role of parent governor at New Valley, please feel free to contact 

me to discuss further.    

 

Yours 

 

Pete Steward 
 

Pete Steward  

Headteacher 
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I would like to be considered for the role of parent governor at New Valley Primary School. 
I confirm that I am qualified to carry out this role. (See the information attached) 

 
NAME __________________________ 
PARENT OF ________________________ IN ____________________ CLASS 
SIGNED ___________________________ 

 
Nominated by 

 
NAME __________________________ 
PARENT OF ________________________ IN ____________________ CLASS  
SIGNED ___________________________ 

PERSONAL STATEMENT outlining why you should be considered for the role of parent governor (max 250 words) 
(If you need more space, please continue on another page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE READ BELOW/OVERLEAF TO CHECK THAT YOU ARE QUALIFIED TO BECOME A PARENT GOVERNOR 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 3.30pm ON THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 
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Who can become a parent governor? 

 

“Parent” is defined in the Guide to the Law for School Governors as including “any individual who has or has had 

parental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 18”. It includes a 

person who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the 

child. The reference in the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled 

basis. 

A person is disqualified from holding office as a parent governor if he or she: 

• is subject to a bankruptcy restriction order or an interim order; 

• has had his or her estate sequestrated and the sequestration order has not been discharged, annulled or reduced; 

• is subject to: 

i) a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors Act 1986 

ii) an order made under Section 492(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay under a County Court 

administration order); 

• has been removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by the Charity Commissioners or High 

Court on grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement 

• is included in the list of people considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to work with children; 

• is disqualified from working with children or subject to a direction under Section 142 of the Education Act 2002; 

• is disqualified from registration for childminding or providing day care; 

• is disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006; 

• has received a sentence of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for a period of not less than three months 

(without the option of a fine) in the five years before becoming a governor 

• has received a prison sentence of two-and-a-half years or more in the 20 years before becoming a governor; 

• has at any time received a prison sentence of five years or more; 

• has been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises during the five years prior to election as a 

governor 

• refuses to allow an application to the Criminal Records Bureau for a criminal records certificate. 

In addition, a person is not eligible to be a parent governor if he or she is paid to work at the school for more than 

500 hours in any consecutive twelve-month period. 
 

 

 

 

 


