
English 

Skellig by David Almond – We will focus on this book for the majority of this term. Whilst I will still be 

taking picture of the text it may be beneficial for the children to try to get a copy of it also. They can 

currently be purchased for £6.50 new and £1.40 second hand on amazon. 

Lesson 1 

 

What does this cover tell you about the book? What would you predict about the book – what is it 

about, what happens, what genre do you think it is? 

Read chapter 1: 





 

 

We are introduced to a family moving into a house, a baby being born and a creature in the garage. 

What do you think the story is going to be about? What do you think about the doctor? Why is he 

called Doctor Death? What do they think Michael fees about the move and the arrival of his sibling? 

Why do you think the author choose to write this story in the first person? 

Lesson 2 

Read chapters 2 and 3: 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Concentrate on the description of the garage – read it again – what do you see? 

What impression does this give you of the garage? Now re-write the description of Michael entering 

the garage for the first time in your own words – what do you see hear and feel as you venture in? 

 

Lesson 3 

Grammar – sentence structure 

 

 

Read the paragraphs below.  Choose the paragraph that is more effective. 

I love living in the country.  I have a wonderful view of the countryside.  I have an apartment. I can 

see the forests and hills.  I can see lots of animals going in and out of the trees.  I like the wild 

berries in the bushes.  I can find wonderful food for free.  I don’t like the quiet though. 



 

I love living in the country.  I have a wonderful view of the countryside from my apartment 

window.  In addition, I can see the forests and hills in which animals enter and leave each day.  I 

also like the wild berries in the bushes because I can find wonderful food for free; however, I don’t 

like the quiet. 

Which one did you pick and why? What made it more effective? 

 

Why have I highlighted the following words? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are three types of sentences: 

   -  Simple Sentence 

   -  Compound Sentence 

   -  Complex Sentence 

Write a definition and example of each. 

 

 

 

 

Now punctuate this sentence: 

all of a sudden bill said what as loud as a bull 

 

Make this sentence more effective – consider adverbs, openers, semi colons and split sentences. 

Sarah ran down the street. She tripped over a big, large, massive stick. Hitting her head. 

 

What about this one: 

I sat on the tree branch dangling my legs over the water. 

 



 

Write a simple sentence and a complex sentence that flow together to create an interesting text 

based on this image. 

Lesson 4 

Now extend this to encompass two paragraphs – consider the story you are trying to tell, your 

sentence structure and the affect this will have on the reader. 

Throughout the week 

Children should look to learn the following spellings this week: 

Immediately 

Recommend 

Sufficient 

Privilege 

Explanation 

Curiosity 

Available 

Frequently 

Conscience 

Convenience 

You should test your children on these spellings at the end of the week and continue to work on the 

ones they do not know. 


