
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

For the next few weeks we are going 

to be reading and performing poems 

by Joseph Coelho. Find out more 

about him here: 

https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho

.com/portfolio_page/how -to-write-

poems/ 

Also this week, there is the Puffin 

Festival. On Friday, we  are going to 

be watching a film and writing a 

poem based on the letters of the 

alphabet. 

Follow this link to see the Puffin 

Festival be introduced by Joseph 

Coelho- you might well recognise 

him!

 

 

https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com/portfolio_page/how-to-write-poems/
https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com/portfolio_page/how-to-write-poems/
https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com/portfolio_page/how-to-write-poems/
https://youtu.be/jOE1HscTTi0


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Got to 

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning

-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-

poem-with-joseph-coelho/ 

Scroll down to t and listen he poem ΨI am a 

WriterΩ 

 
Poets should always read their poems aloud 

and the best way to appreciate their work is to 

hear them reading. Keep going back to this 

page! 

 
       Thinking about the poemµ 

What do you find out about the poet from reading this poem?  
How does he view writing? What does he like about it? How does it make him feel?  
Watch the video on poetryline of Joseph Coelho talking about his writing 
http://www.poetryline.org.uk What else does this tell us about ƘƛƳΚ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ WƻŜΩǎ 
website: http://josephcoelho.com/ to learn more about him.   

 

ώDǊŀō ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

quote from the document or use this 

space to emphasize a key point. To place 

this text box anywhere on the page, just 

drag it.] 

 Find the meanings of 

these words: 

Collide 

Awareness 

Arteries 

Nibs 

 

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
http://www.poetryline.org.uk/
http://josephcoelho.com/


  

 

  

                                                      

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen out for the rhyme!  

Rhyme is when two words sound alikeµ sky, lie, fry, pie   or    grass, glass, 

pass   or sunny and funny.   

When you read a poem aloud, you can use the rhyme to help you read with 

rhythm. 

1. Read aloud this poem 

called The Poet. 

2. Find the rhyming pairs 

and look carefully at 

the pattern. 

3. What do you notice? 



  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

1. Vocabulary check:  
Sprawled ragged  blazing jarred scorched ponerously 

2.  

 



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

BIG Write Days- write two poems 

  

Joe says óAn Abecedarius is a type of acrostic 

poem but instead of writing a word down the side 

of the page, you write the entire alphabet. Each 

letter of the alphabet becomes the starting letter for 

each sentence in the poem. An abecedarius is a lot 

of fun to write because you never know where it 

will take you. Allow the letters to guide you and 

have fun. 

Step 1 ς Write the entire alphabet down the left-hand side of one 
or two sheets of paper ς I like to use one colour of pen or pencil 
for my letters and another colour for my sentences. 
Step 2 ς Start to write your poem, it can help to think of the poem 
as a story. Keep an eye on what letter you have coming next so 
that you can plan your sentences. Alternatively, your poem can be 

completely random with each sentence being about a different 

thing 
 Step 3 ς Have fun with your poem ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴƛǎ-spell a 
word or have to cross something out. Writing poems should be 
fun so enjoy it..  
 

Think about what you know about figurative language 

and poetic techniques 

1.Rhyme 

2. Similes 

3. Onomatopoeia 

4. Punctuating direct speech 

5 Using repetition for eff ect.  

Try to use all of these in your writing  

 How to write abecedarius 

poems ς ones where 

every line is in 

alphabetical order. 

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/educatio

n/learning-from-home/how-to-write-

an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-

coelho/

 

Repetition ς Repeating words and phrases in your poem can help give the poem a sense of rhythm and 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ ǇƻŜƳ L ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ Ψ5ŜŜǇΣ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƻƻŘǎΩΦ 
 Speech ς If your poem has a story you can use quotation marks to include speech, this can be handy if you 
are finding it hard to find a word to fit one of your letters.  
Cheat ς L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ψ·Ω ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻΣ L ƻŦǘŜƴ Ŏheat, 
instead of using words ·Ω L ǳǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ9·Ω ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΩΣ 
ΨŜȄǇƭƻŘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜΩΦthat start with  
Rhyme ς If you want an extra challenge see if you can make some of your lines rhyme. In my poem I made 
ΨǎƪȅΩ ǊƘȅƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŎǊȅΩΦ 
 

 

 

Top tips 

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/learning-from-home/how-to-write-an-abecedarius-poem-with-joseph-coelho/


 

 

https://youtu.be/jOE1HscTTi0

