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For the next few weeks, we are going to 

continue to read and perform poems by 

Joseph Coelho and others. Find out 

more about him here: 

https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.c

om/portfolio_page/how-to-write-

poems/ 

During the next two weeks we are going 

to be looking at poetic devices- the 

language and tools poets use to craft 

their poems and create effects. 

These will include: 

Rhyme      Repetition     Call and repeat       

Similes     Metaphor    Alliteration 

Personification      Onomatopoeia 
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 Poets should always read their poems aloud and the best 

way to appreciate their work is to hear them reading.  

Read this poem aloud and  then listen to it here 

 

 

  

 

 

1. 1. Write down two rhyming words from the first verse. 

2. 2. Write down three more pairs of rhyming words from 

the poem. 

3. 3. Write down any patterns that you can see in the 

position of the rhyming words. 

4. 4. Write down as many things as you can that show that 

this text is a poem. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD1GXNUJMTs&feature=youtu.be


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract nouns refer to 

things that you cannot  

touch- they are 

intangible. They are 

concepts or ideas, feelings 

or qualities such as: 

• Beauty 

• Honesty 

• Enthusiasm 

• Horror 

 

Make a collection of as many 

abstract nouns as you can think 

of. Can you find 30? 

Pick an abstract noun. Imagine 

what it would be like to smell it, 

taste it, feel it, see it, hear it… 

 Write a poem about 

your abstract noun 

without saying what it 

is. Read it to someone 

else, can they guess 

what it is? 

VIPERS continued…. 

5. Why does the brain say that it is ‘a bit like a muscle’? 

6. What three things does the brain say you should not do 

when something goes wrong? 

7. Find and copy a rhetorical question from the poem. 

8. What do you think the poet means when they say that ‘all of 

us brains need a feeding’?   

9. Why is the poem written in first person? 

10. What do yo u think the purpose of this poem is? Who is the 

intended audience?              

 

 



  

 

 

Read this poem before you listen to 

Joseph Coelho perform it. Then try to 

mimic him! Good luck! 

1. What do you call the techniques of repeating the initial sounds of 

words in a sentence? 

2. Who was Timmy? 

3. Who did Timmy tell tales about and why? 

4. Why do you think the teacher told Timmy he was in trouble? 

5. Do you think you would enjoy being ina clas with Timmy? Why? 

This is the link to the  performance 

https://www.tes.com/lessons/aq60FKqMwK169g/investigating-the-author-joseph-coelho


  

 

Personification is when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities that only a human  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

can have. This creative literary tool adds interest and fun to poems or 

stories. Personification is what writers use to bring non-human things to life. 

• Rita heard the last piece of pie calling her name. 
• My alarm clock yells at me to get out of bed 

every morning. 
• The  avalanche devoured anything standing in its 

way. 
• The door protested as it opened slowly. 
• My house is a friend who protects me. 
• The moon played hide and seek with the clouds. 
• The approaching car's headlights winked at me. 

 

 

 

Identify all the 

personification in this poem, 

The City Jungle. 

Personification  

is when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities that only a human can 

have. This creative literary tool adds interest and fun to poems or 

stories. Personification is what writers use to bring non-human things to life. 

 

 



   

 

 

Listen to the poem Goodnight 

Stroud by Pi Corbett 

 

 

Binley House 

How does the poem make you feel? Do you 

think Coehlo has good memories of Binley 

House? Find 5 examples of how he uses 

personification to make the building sound 

alive. 

The Great Water 

Giant 

1. What do you think the Great 

Water Giant is? 

2. Identify three examples of 

personification used by the 

author. 

3. Name another poetic device 

used for effect  by the 

author. 

4. Can you find an example of 

alliteration in the poem? 

 Binley House is a real towerblock in Roehampton, not 

too far from Croydon. Joesh Coelho wrote his book of 

poems called ‘Overheard in a Tower Block’ based on 

this building. Read the poem Binley House 

Binley House 

TV aerials like dead branches, 
Satellite dishes like dead eyes, 
Rusted, but still they stared. 
It was a zombie of a block 
 
The bin chute 
Made the mouth of the block 
Every day we fed it… 
 
Dinners left to go stone cold,  
bags of clothes from missed fathers, 
tissues soaked in tears. 
 
The cold whistle of wind 
From the corridors of Binley House 
Became the block’s rumble of hunger. 
 
We fed the block our lives: 
The good times, the bad times, 
Evenings spent with friends who lived 
Above, below and side by side 

Gazing at stars from five storeys up 
Smelling the bins from five storeys below 
Overheard arguments 
Overheard laughter 
 
We fed the block ourlives 
As it swelled 
Its monstrous city around us. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

Write your own personification poem 

 

 

 

Listen to this 

poem 

Make notes of some of 

the ideas you think you 

could use yourself 
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 Don’t forget to 

perform your poems 

when you write them

 

 

Watch and listen as Pi Corbett performs his poem, 

Goodnight Stroud. 

At the end of the video he tells you how he got his 

inspiration and ideas for  the poem. 

 

 

Now, inspired by a view you know very well- a 

favourite place or the view from your window, 

write your own personification poem. 

Remember to perform your poem to check how 

well it is going. 

https://www.facebook.com/Talk4Writing/videos/goodnight-stroud/1019909254812770/

