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Hello dreamers,

Thanks to that exquisitely curious nature of yours – you’ve found the Puffin Festival of Big Dreams event kit. The next few 
pages are filled with ideas to help you join in at home.

Did you know that this year is also Puffin’s biggest birthday yet? The first Puffin book was published in 1940 which means 
Puffin is 80. 2020 isn’t what any of us were expecting but every day amazing  people just like you are finding new and 
creative ways to share stories. It just goes to show that a  little imagination can go a  loooooooong way.

We hope you’ll enjoy the festival and feel inspired to keep dreaming. 

What to expect 
During the festival, tune in twice a day to  watch  authors and  illustrators - and then try out the creative challenges they’re 
setting. There’ll be animaltastic quizzes, build-your-own-adventure workshops, amazing alphabet games and a guest 
appearance from a real Puffin. You can watch on Puffin’s Facebook and YouTube channels @PuffinBooks.  

Create a collage of dreams using  #PuffinDreamer
For a chance to see your dreams in the festival ask a grown-up to share them using the hashtag #PuffinDreamer. 
Throughout the week, Nick Sharratt, the Illustrator in Residence will be drawing three a day. All dreams will be looked 
after with the greatest of care. 

Keep reading and  dreaming
Love Puffin 

Preparation check list 
 Click Going on the Facebook event so we know you’re coming
 Keep sharing your dreams, photos, books and stories using #PuffinDreamer
 Find out your Dreamer name (pg 9) and how tall you are (pg 14)
 Decorate your house (pg 11-13)  – and yourself (pg 10)

During the festival
 Fill in the Dream Rainbow each day (pg 16)
 Have pens and paper ready so you can join in
 Look out for extra activities over the LIVE weekend 

Afterwards
 Find out how many Puffins you’ve read (pg 19)
 Create a Puffin puppet show inspired by your favourite story
 See if your local library is offering digital lending so you can read even more!
 Enter  the Big Dreams on Screen competition (pg 21-22)
 Keep on dreaming 

1. Standing 2. Gazing 3. Marching

4. Proud 5. Looking 6. Pointing 7. Dancing

8. Landing 9. Flying
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READING LIST

1. Standing 2. Gazing 3. Marching

4. Proud 5. Looking 6. Pointing 7. Dancing

8. Landing 9. Flying
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Jonathan the Magic Pony
Written by Stuart Heritage and  
illustrated by Nicola Slater
If you love: Horses and hocus pocus. 
The story: Jonathan the Magic Pony is a brilliant 
magician. With one wave of his magic wand 
he can make anything disappear. Boomf! And 
because he’s such a brilliant magician, with one 
more wave he can make things come back too. 
It’s foolproof. Failsafe. Always works. Or does it? 
The brightest, most magical picture book with 
amazing illustrations.

Billy and the Dragon
Written and illustrated by Nadia Shireen
If you love: Fearless heroines, fire-breathing 
dragons and… Fatcat!
The story: Billy goes on a brave adventure  
after her loyal sidekick Fatcat is kidnapped  
at a fancy-dress party! 

How to be a Lion
Written and illustrated by Ed Vere 
If you love: Quietly dreaming, pondering and 
being true to yourself.
The story: Leonard the Lion is a gentle soul who 
befriends Marianne, a duck. Lions are supposed 
to chomp ducks and Leonard must decide 
whether to follow the herd or be true to himself.

Clean Up!
Written by Nathan Bryon and  
illustrated by Dapo Adeola
If you love:  Exciting adventures, tropical 
animals and finding out how little people can 
make a big change.  
The story: Join lovable, passionate Rocket as 
she sets off on a mission to save a Caribbean 
island from plastic pollution. You might recognise 
Rocket from her picture book debut Look Up!  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Written and illustrated by Eric Carle 
If you love: Salivating over pictures of food.  
The story: A little caterpillar with a big appetite 
munchs through the days of the week. A classic 
board book is perfect for little hands, it’s got 
chunky pages and brightly coloured pictures of 
fruit, vegetables and cake! 

The Puffin Keeper 
Written by Michael Morpurgo and  
illustrated by Benji Davies 
If you love: Stories of friendship and animals. 
The story: It was Benjamin Postlethwaite’s 
job all his long life to make sure the light 
shone brightly high up in the lighthouse on 
Puffin Island. This is a story of a life-changing 
friendship, a lost puffin, and a lonely artist. 
It’s the story of an entire lifetime, and how 
one event can change a life forever. This truly 
beautiful tale with words and colourful pictures, 
will be enchanting readers when it comes out 
into bookshops in November.

You Choose Fairy Tales 
Written by Pippa Goodhart and  
illustrated by Nick Sharratt 
If you love: Making up stories (and circling 
things in the Argos catalogue).
The story: Make up your very own fairy 
tale adventure where YOU CHOOSE what 
happens next! Which fairy tale hero would you 
like to be today? Where will you go on your 
fairy tale quest? And what fairy tale baddie 
would you least like to meet? Every page is 
packed with lots of illustrations – you’ll see 
something different every time you look. 

Picture books for little dreamers

The Puffin Book of Big Dreams 
Written and illustrated by over 100 Puffin authors and illustrators  
If you love: Stories that spark your imagination. 
The story: A very special book for Puffin’s biggest birthday yet. Its bursting 
with new poems, stories and illustrations (as well as a few well-loved classics). 
A magical hardback with black and white illustrations. Look carefully and you 
might catch a burst of yellow and a cheeky Puffin beneath the blue jacket. 
You can read it from the 3 September.

BIG DREAMSBIG DREAMSBIG DREAMS
OFOF

Find out more about the books in the festival. These ages are just a guide for readers however all festival 

events will be suitable for children aged 7 and up (and anyone who’s ever got lost in conversation with a 

talking rabbit).

Cover 
coming 

soon

Cover 
coming 

soon
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READING LIST
Books for dreamers aged 7+

Never Show a T-Rex a Book!
Written by Rashmi Sirdeshpande and 
illustrated by Diane Ewen 
If you love: Books about books and dinosaurs! 
The story: What would happen if you showed 
a T-Rex a book? Well, she wouldn’t know what 
to do with it . . . would she? A madcap, super silly 
adventure story rooted in the transformative 
power of books. Coming out in August.

Charlie Changes into a Chicken 
Written by Sam Copeland and  
illustrated by Sarah Horne 
If you love: Roald Dahl and snorting while  
you laugh.
The story: Charlie McGuffin has got a special 
power – he can turn into animals. The only 
problem is he never knows when it’s going to 
happen! A brilliant chapter book filled with lots of 
black and white animal illustrations – including a 
beastly spider.

The Unadoptables
Written by Hana Tooke and  
illustrated by Ayesha L. Rubio
If you love: Lemony Snicket. 
The story: Join five amazing children – Lotta, 
Egg, Fenna, Sem and Milou as they flee the Little 
Tulip Orphanage in Amsterdam and embark on 
a unforgettable journey. An adventure packed 
with puppets and pirate ships, clock-makers and 
cruel villains. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Wrecking Ball 
Written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney
If you love: Laugh-out-loud stories with lots  
of pictures. 
The story: 50% words, 50% cartoons, 100% 
hilarious! Big changes are in store for Greg 
Heffley and his family. They are making home 
improvements! But with unwelcome critters, toxic 
mould and the walls coming down, soon Greg 
discovers renovations aren’t all they are cracked 
up to be.

Into the Spotlight
Written by Carrie Hope Fletcher 
If you love: Noel Streatfield’s much-loved classic 
Ballet Shoes and Britain’s Got Talent.
The story: The Pebble sisters spend 
their summer holidays backstage with an 
extraordinary cast of theatre acts - Dante the 
miraculous magician, Petunia the storyteller and 
seventy-year-old contortionists - the Fortune 
Sisters! One day, as they are exploring the many 
nooks and crannies of the theatre, they stumble 
upon something they were never meant to find. . .

Books for dreamers aged 9+

Frosthheart
Written and Illustrated by Jamie Littler
If you love: Nevermoor, Frozen and How to  
Train Your Dragon!
The story: A magical and hilarious adventure, 
set against the backdrop of an icy, fantastical 
world. There are epic black and white 
illustrations on every page. 

Murder Most Unladylike 
Written by Robin Stevens 
If you love: Solving mysteries and school 
stories.
The story: At Deepdean School for Girls, 
best friends and detectives Daisy Wells and 
Hazel Wells work together to solve the mystery 
surrounding the murder of their science 
teacher, before the killer strikes again! 

Unlocking the Universe 
Written by Lucy and Stephen Hawking
If you love: Dreaming about travelling to 
outerspace. 
The story: In their series of novels, George’s 
Secret Key to the Universe, Lucy and Stephen 
Hawking imagined what great adventures 
one boy might have if he travelled through 
space. Filled with beautiful illustrations and 
fascinating facts and figures. 

You Must Be Layla
Written by Yassmin Abdel-Magied 
If you love: Gummy worms, robots and 
characters that ALWAYS speak their mind  
(even if it gets them into trouble…!)   
The story: Layla’s determined to prove that 
she does deserve her scholarship by making 
new friends and setting her sights on inventing 
something that could win the big robotics 
competition. Expect that ‘I-can-do-anything’ 
feeling after reading. 

Katy 
Written by Jacqueline Wilson and  
illustrated by Nick Sharratt
If you love: Hetty Feather, Tracy Beaker and 
the brilliant CBBC series! 
The story: Katy Carr is a lively, daredevil oldest 
sister in a big family. She loves messing around 
outdoors, climbing on the garage roof, or up a 
tree, cycling, skateboarding, swinging... But her 
life changes in dramatic and unexpected ways 
after a serious accident. An irresistible modern 
retelling of a much loved classic.

BIG DREAMSBIG DREAMSBIG DREAMS
OFOF
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INSPIRATION BOARD

Need some inspiration? Try writing a dream using one of the titles from the 
stories in the Puffin Book of Big Dreams. Cut out the squares, place them in 
your dream jar and pick one out at random. Then find a quiet place and let 
your imagination wander . . . 

The Puffin Book of Big Dreams is filled with new stories, poems and illustrations by over 100 Puffin authors 
and illustrators, to celebrate Puffin’s 80th birthday and support the work of the National Literacy Trust.  

You can read it from 3 September.

8

CUT along the LINES!
Always get an adult to help when using scissors. 
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A – The Frightsome
B – The Ginormous
C – The Gloriumptious
D – The Whoopsy-splunkers
E – The Wiggling 
F – The Sparkly 
G – The Scrumdiddilyumptious
H – The Super-Duper
I – The Hopscotchy
J – The Rotsome
K – The Stinkerful 
L – The Ucky-Mucky
M – The Great and Powerful 
N – The Deulumptious
O – The Notorious 
P – The Enchanting 
Q – The Frothbungling
R – The feathery
S – The Whizz-popping
T – The lesser-spotted 
U – The Hula-Hooping
V – The Puffinormous
W – The Eagle-Eyed  
X – The Frogglehumping
Y – The Very Hungry
Z – The Super-Duper 

 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig

INSPIRATION BOARD

Your first name initial + Month you were born = Your Big Dream name

WHAT’S YOUR BIG DREAMER NAME?
Can you spot the words invented by Roald Dahl?

January         Wizard
February       Dinosaur
March           Caterpillar 
April             Time-Traveller
May              Dragon
June              Professor                    
July               Demi-God
August          Psychic 
September   Princess
October        Detective        
November    Alien
December    Twit 

My Big  Dreamer name is : 

First Name Initial Month you were born

The

9
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YOUR PUFFIN TOOLKIT
VIRs, Very Important Readers, (that’s you by the way!) make sure  

you’ve got your Badge, Puffin Cutouts and Door Sign.

MAKE A PUFFIN BADGE
Colour in your festival badge! 

10

CUT along the LINES!
Always get an adult to help when using scissors. 
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HIDE THE PUFFIN 
Cut out the Puffins and hide them around your house or  

use them to recreate a moment from your favourite book

11

CUT along the LINES!
Always get an adult to help when using scissors. 
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PUFFIN DOOR SIGN 
Colour in, cut out, fold and stick both sides together – then hang on a door handle!

DREAMING

IN PROGRESS

DO NOT
DISTURB

All those with enormous 
imaginations please enter

Knock twice1

Make a noise like 
a mystical beast2

Whisper the 
password3

Did you know that in the 1970s there was a Puffin Club? 
Members used to greet each other by saying ‘Sniffup’  

(that’s Puffins backwards). 

FUN PUFFIN FACT
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PUFFIN DOOR SIGN SIGNPOSTS
Stick these signposts around your home. You could use Google to find how far away you live from the places 

(although you might have to imagine a few) or turn different parts of your home into magical lands  . . .

Stig is a caveman who lives in the dump near 
Barney’s house. His home is made with what he 
finds that others have thrown away. Could you 
create a reading den using just things you can 

find in your house? You could use old boxes and 
bedsheets to create a cosy corner.

FUN PUFFIN FACT

Wonderland miles

The Chokey miles

Deepdean School miles

Dream Country miles

Vault 13 miles

North Pole miles

Scatterbrook Farm miles

Mars miles
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Big Skeleton (175.26)

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

110

100

90

80

70

60

50

HEIGHT CHART

The BFG is 24 foot 
(731.52cms) – but that’s 
puddlenuts in Giant 
Country. . . how tall are 
you? Use a ruler or tape 
measure to find out how 
tall you are compared to 
these famous characters 
and add it to this picture. 
If you’re thinking of 
sticking this to a wall –  
ask a parent first!

cms

NOT TO SCALE Puff
in (1

8)

Rocket (107.9)

Billy (116)Matilda (117)

Little Skeleton (123.4)
Hetty Feather (128)

Charlie McGuffin (134)

Tracy Beaker (139)

Little Bad Man (143)

Worst Witch (156)

Hazel Wong (158)

Meg (163)
Willy Wonka (165)

Horse (168)

The Snowman (180)

Na
m

e
He

igh
t

14

Jolly Postman (171)

Mae Jemison (175.2)
Daisy Wells (177)
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Funnybones skeletons created by Allan and Janet Ahlberg.Spo
t (3

6)

Pet
er Ra

bbit
 (40

)

BFG (731.52)

Dinosaur that pooped (550cms)

Dragon at Crumbling Castle (540cms)
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PUFFIN WORD SEARCH
Can you find all the Puffin dreamers in the word search?

H T A K X V M O T R E T S I M T

Q N U G R E K A E B Y C A R T I

I Q C P S R W I M P Y K I D C B

S E N O B Y N N U F H P X H R B

H S J T S H X N A R U U R B O A

F X U D D U B X F F Q I P O C R

V M F J M N O L F R S U D N K R

K X B Q Y G I I Z T M X F A E E

L F T X W R N V M T O P S M T T

L P E R C Y J A C K S O N T G E

L Q O K D C S J T R W R V S R P

T N A M D A B E L T T I L O E D

H Q P B U T I M I L M M X P G O

E K W R Y E E S A W Q K U Y H C

S M U Z E R I M Y T D I C L E T

N S M M P P Q E W W I G Q L F O

O R E J I I R E M T E L I O F R

W Q F P Z L N J A I S L D J L W

M D Z Y T L R P R Z U X L A E H

A L U C Y A N D T O M U U S Y O

N D U X I R W I L L Y W O N K A

 Willy Wonka

 Greg Heffley

 Rocket

 Little Badman

 Very Hungry 
Caterpillar

 Puffin

 Spot

 Daisy Wells

 Tracy Beaker

 Doctor Who

 Christmasaurus

 Mister Tom

 The Snowman

 Peter Rabbit 

 FunnyBones

 Jolly Postman

 Matilda

 Lucy and Tom

 Percy Jackson

 Wimpy Kid

1. Standing2. Gazing3. Marching

4. Proud5. Looking6. Pointing7. Dancing

8. Landing9. Flying

15



Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

#
Pu

ffin
D

re
a

m
e

r 
D

R
EA

M
 B

IG
 W

ITH
 P

U
FFIN

 
Pu

ffin
.c

o
.u

k
/D

re
a

m
Big

D
R

EA
M

 R
A

IN
B

O
W

W
rite w

hat you’re dream
ing 

about each day of the festival 
in the rainbow

 and colour it in. 

A
sk

 a
 g

ro
w

n
-u

p
 to

 
sh

a
re

 y
o

u
r d

re
a

m
 u

sin
g

 
#

P
u
ffin

D
re

a
m

e
r o

n
 e

ith
e

r 
Tw

itte
r, In

sta
g

ra
m

  
o

r Fa
c
e

b
o

o
k
. 

1. Sta
n
d

in
g

2
. G

a
zin

g
3
. M

a
rc

h
in

g

4
. Pro

u
d

5
. Lo

o
k
in

g
6
. Po

in
tin

g
7. D

a
n
c

in
g

8
. La

n
d

in
g

9
. Fly

in
g



 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig

Who is the author/illustrator in the video?

What did the author / illustrator talk about?

Did you see anything else in the video?

Puffin Dreamer Challenge 

Write notes about what you have to do here 

Doodle and draw here  >

1. Standing 2. Gazing 3. Marching

4. Proud 5. Looking 6. Pointing 7. Dancing

8. Landing 9. Flying

BIG DREAMSBIG DREAMSBIG DREAMS
OFOF

NOTES

17



A is for AMAZING. It’s what you are –  
     don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.
B is for  

C is for
 
D is for DREAMING and  
     dreaming BIG.
E is for
 
F is for 

G is for 

H is for 

I is for 

J is for 

K is for 

L is for 

M is for 
 

 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig

When to watch: Friday 12 June at 3:30 
Watch Rashmi Sirdeshpande for an Amazing lesson inspired by her poem in  
The Puffin Book of Big Dreams. Try writing your own poem after the event.

by

N is for

O is for 

P is for 

Q is for 

R is for 

S is for 

T is for 

U is for 

V is for 

W is for 

X is for 

Y is for YOU and being yourself  
     because no one does it better.
Z is for

18



 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig
80 books to celebrate 80 years Which Puffin makes you dream big? #PuffinDreamer

HOW MANY HAVE YOU READ?80 BOOKS TO CELEBRATE 80 YEARS OF PUFFIN!

19



 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig

WRITE YOUR REVIEW 
Use these Puffins to write a review of the last story you read. If you wrote one for every book  

then you’d have a circus of Puffins (that’s what they’re called when they’re all together!)

The book that made me dream big was

It’s all about

The best bit is

I would recommend it to someone who likes

I give it

My big dream is to

20
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WRITE YOUR REVIEW 
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DRAW A STORYBOARD OF YOUR BIG DREAM! 
The winning entry will be turned into a real film and screened in your local cinema 
during the Into Film Festival in November, plus you’ll win 80 Puffin books for your school! 
Get your entry form and storyboard template at IntoFilm.org/DreamCompetition

Decide your big dream – it could be based on your own personal goals, be totally extraordinary or 
even be inspired by your favourite Puffin book.

Draw your dream as a storyboard. A storyboard is like a comic strip that tells the director what’s 
happening in your film. You could use the boxes to draw the beginning, middle and end of your film.  
Think about where your dream is taking place and what might happen. You don’t have to use all the 
boxes – the judges will be looking for ideas with lots of imagination! 

Send in your entry to puffinschools@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk with Big Dream in the subject line 
or post to Big Dreams on Screen, Penguin Random House Children’s, 80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL. 
Competition closes 3 August.

STEP 
1

STEP 
2

STEP 
3

 #PuffinDreamer DREAM BIG WITH PUFFIN Puffin.co.uk/DreamBig 21
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