Oak Class WW2 Project
Build Your Own Anderson Air Raid Shelter
Each shelter had to be:
 able to fit a lego man inside,
 waterproof,
 able to withstand a 1kg
weight placed upon it.

Timetable of work
1: Research about Anderson shelter facts.
2: Build shelter.
3: Test it! Is it waterproof? Can it take the weight?
4: Write conclusion, would it have been safe enough
to use?
5: Creative writing – staying in the Anderson shelter
6: Finish off work

One – research
Make detailed notes about Anderson shelters. You can use the information
sheet provided as well as these websites:
https://historykids.net/history/anderson-shelter-facts-and-information/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/air_raids/
Key Questions

1. Where were they built?
2. How many people could fit
inside?
3. What materials were they
made out of?
4. What was the difference
between an Anderson and a
Morrison shelter?

Two – Build shelter!
Take photographs of your creative process.

Three – Test your Anderson shelter!
1. The weight test – can it stay upright with 1kg weight on it?

2. The waterproof test – can your lego man stay dry inside – place a lego man
inside, does he stay dry if you pour water from a watering can on the
Anderson Shelter?

MUST use paragraphs.
Four – Conclusion
Write a conclusion about your work on
Anderson shelters.




Did you make good choices about materials?
Was it a successful construction?
Would your shelter have been safe enough to use?

SHOULD Think about the
advantages and
disadvantages of your
design.
COULD Think about what
you’d do differently next
time

MUST use paragraphs. Be at least a

Five – Creative writing
Imagine an air raid siren has gone off at 6:00
in the evening. You and your family move as quickly
as you can into the shelter. Write a diary of your
evening in the shelter. Think about:





page long

SHOULD be a first-hand account

COULD use a range of description to
write about your experience

What you can hear outside the shelter
How you and your family are feeling
How you pass the time in the shelter. Do you play games? Do some homework?
What is it like once you are allowed to leave in the morning? What can you see?
How do you feel?

